
Sustainability Commission  

Energy & Air Working Group Meeting Report 

 

Date: Tuesday, June 10, 2008 6pm, Enoch Pratt Central Library 

 

Subject: Energy & Air Working Group Listening Session  

 

In Attendance: Linda Barlo, Ted Atwood, John Cutonilli, Darrell Harris, Gary Kennedy, Kara 

Hubbard, Thomas Boyle, Mike Li, Hugh Pocock, Davis Bookhart, Elizabeth Ridlington, Tom Stosur, 

Bronwyn Phillips, Beth Harber, Bernie Reynolds, Elizabeth Fox, Lynn Heller, Alan Cohen, Kion 

Nathan, Luis McDonald, Earl Millet, Sarah Zaleski 

 

Discussion: Mike Lee, Maryland Energy Administration, and Ted Atwood, Baltimore City Energy 

Office, gave presentations to overview energy-related programs at the state and city level.  Following 

the presentations, the meeting was spent discussing a draft Vision Statement for the Energy & Air 

Working Group. 

 

 Topics addressed: 

 This vision should as idealistic as possible, since it is a vision after all. People like what we 

have but want to take it to the logical extreme, e.g. idea should be to “eliminate” rather than 

“reduce contribution/vulnerability to climate change. 

 It is important that the language used in the Vision Statement be simple, clear, and 

meaningful to the average person.  We want to avoid jargon wherever possible.   

 Idea brought up of aiming for carbon -zero, and carbon draw back in vision.  Concerns 

were raised that this language might not translate to everybody in the community. 

 Affordability (gas/electric bills), Equity, Job Opportunity are things that people respond to 

that they did not feel were included in the Draft. People did not seem to think that “access” 

translated to affordability, equity. They brought up that these are things we should mention. 

 Suggested energy should be “renewable” in addition to “clean, safe, reliable, and secure.” 

 What “secure” means may not be clear. 

 Energy and Air should be accessible to all, universal, and efficient (Draft does not say 

efficient). 

 The vision statement does not address the appearance of Baltimore, as does the Cleaner 

Greener Baltimore campaign does. 

 Ideally, the vision statement will be short, to the point, with limited bullets.  

 It was suggested that an emphasis on climate change be conveyed in the vision statement. 

The treat is serious and somewhat urgent and this should be expressed in the vision 

statement.   

  

To Do:  

Sarah Zaleski: Set up email-based “discussion group” to continue dialogue.  

Those wanting to introduce their work at July 15
th

 meeting:  People can share up to five minute 

overview of their energy/air quality/climate change work, organizations, or initiative. They will 

e-mail Sarah by Friday, July 11
th

 (sarah.zaleski@baltimorecity.gov) 

Standing WG members: Review and contemplate these revisions to the Draft Vision 

Statement. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

 · Next EA WG Listening Session: Tuesday, July 15, The Village Center, 904 Washington 

Boulevard 


